SUMMARY

Significant concern 2014 Conservation Outlook
The Great Barrier Reef, one of the earliest properties to be inscribed as World
Heritage, is a global icon. Unfortunately a number of values in this property are declining, in most part due to human activities over some of which the management authorities have influence (such as fishing and coastal development), and also due to other pressures that cannot be addressed at the site level (such as climate change). While individual decisions and management approaches appear in themselves adequate, the cumulative impacts of many decisions, on top of the legacy impacts and impending impacts of climate change, are of significant concern. A strategic assessment and the resulting sustainable development plan for the property, planned for 2015, should direct conservation action to ensure that the best possible scenarios are in place for the long-term conservation of the property's iconic values. Although its protection and management capacity is cited as being among the best in the world, there is a real concern that many of the values may continue to decline. This could occur in particular if measures to adapt to climate change are not identified and taken, and if certain development decisions remove options for future conservation of the property. Until a clear roadmap on how the property will be managed and concrete indicators of values demonstrating positive trends are in place, the conservation outlook of GBR is at this point in time of Significant Concern.
Current state and trend of VALUES High Concern
Trend: Deteriorating
The Great Barrier Reef is a very large property containing a large number of World Heritage values. Since inscription of the property in 1981, and despite excellent management and protection, many iconic species (not even taking into account the less iconic species) and habitats have declined. While there have also been positive trends, such as improved water quality, coral proving to be more resilient than expected and recovering from bleaching events, and the spectacular return of Humpback Whales since hunting pressure on them ceased in 1962, the significant loss of coral cover and associated species which include marine mammals, reptiles, fish, birds and other invertebrates place the conservation outlook for the property as of High Concern.
Overall THREATS Very High Threat
Climate change, catchment runoff, coastal development, ports, shipping and fishing pose the most important threats to the long-term conservation of the property. Poor water quality is an extremely important threat to the property, influencing in-shore regions of the reef whereas water quality in the mid to outer shelf is good to very good as it is less influenced by river discharge. While it is recognised that it is the inshore reefs which are the most affected due to anthropogenic use, at the same time increase in extreme weather events has caused major damage and decline in WH values of the property since inscription.
Despite excellent management and important resources in place to deal with these challenges, the level of threats to the site's values is very high.
Overall PROTECTION and MANAGEMENT
Mostly Effective
At time of inscription IUCN posed the question as to whether the GBR fulfilled article 2 of the Convention as being a "precisely delineated area", and whether its complicated zoning system and large size meant that it could be effectively managed and protected as a World Heritage site. The answer after over 30 years of inscription is yes, but the enormous size of the property and surrounding developmental pressures means that there will always be protection and management challenges. The management authority (the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, or GBRMPA) has often been cited as a leader in protected area management and protection, and the EPBC Act used as exemplary legislation for World Heritage. However, there are some strategic issues concerning climate change and sustainable development that must be resolved to ensure long-term conservation. Although the management authority has taken massive and innovative measures in order to protect the property, until the status of values is shown to improve, some concerns remain. Biologically the unique diversity of the GBR reflects the maturity of an ecosystem that has evolved over millennia; evidence exists for the evolution of hard corals and other fauna. Globally significant marine faunal groups include over 4,000 species of molluscs, over 1,500 species of fish, plus a great diversity of sponges, anemones, marine worms, crustaceans, and many 
Assessment information
Threats
Current Threats High Threat
Climate change, catchment runoff, coastal development, ports, shipping and fishing pose the most important threats to the long-term conservation of the property. Poor water quality is an extremely important threat to the property, influencing in-shore regions of the reef whereas water quality in the mid to outer shelf is good to very good as it is less influenced by river discharge.
While it is recognised that it is the inshore reefs which are the most affected due to anthropogenic use and that the overall condition of the reef in more northern and deeper water is less threatened, and that good management instruments are in place, at the same time increase in extreme weather events has caused major damage to the property since inscription, the extent of which has not been seen historically. 
Chemical changes in oceanic waters
Potential Threats Very High Threat
Further port infrastructure development and increased port activity and shipping within and around the property could have a major effect. However, if climate change causes major changes to the system, all threats to the property will be even greater than they are today. 
Overall assessment of protection and management
Mostly Effective
At time of inscription IUCN posed the question as to whether the GBR fulfilled article 2 of the Convention as being a "precisely delineated area", and whether its complicated zoning system and large size meant that it could be effectively 
Additional information Key conservation issues
Pollution from catchment runoff
▶ Local
The GBR contains extensive areas of coral reef, seagrass meadows and estuarine ecosystems and is an important commercial and recreational fishery.
Adjacent catchments discharge pollutants from agricultural, urban, mining and industrial activity. Pollutants include suspended sediment from erosion in cattle grazing, nitrate from crop fertilizers, and herbicides from various land uses.
The fate and effects of these pollutants are relatively well understood, though new pollutants and ecosystem disturbances with poorly understood effects (e.g. hormones and commercial chemicals) may be emerging from urban areas and new industrial ports. Estuarine ecosystems of significance to Reef health are also under pressure from development, die-back and hydrological change.
Climate change ▶ Global
Ocean water warming leading to coral bleaching and recent intense cyclones and floods have been attributed to climate change. Both adaptation and mitigation strategies are needed.
Population increase/coastal development ▶ Local
Currently about a million people live in or around the property, but these figures will increase, increasing developmental pressure as people need jobs and will also increasingly use the property for recreation.
Tourism ▶ Local
Tourism has high impact on the property requiring careful management.
Hyper-abundant species and invasive species 
Summary of benefits
Due to the large size of the property and the fact that it has been inscribed for all four natural criteria means that the property provides a wide array of benefits to people living both within and outside the site. In addition to nature conservation and conserving cultural and wilderness values, the property provides a wide range of ecosystem services, furnishes a wealth of scientific knowledge and provides jobs either through park management, tourism, research and education. Sustainable use provisions allows the local population to benefit from traditional, recreational and commercial fishing and hunting (traditional owners are allowed to sustainably hunt dugong). 
Projects
